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THE AMERUS EXCHANGE, LTD presented its 2007 Professor Lisa Kuhmerker “Builder of 

Democracy” Award to Tatyana Lvovna Panyovina, Principal of School 27, Kursk, Russia 

during a December ceremony in her honor. 

 

As her commendation letter stated, Tatyana Panyovina, “has 

lead her staff and students in activities that develop each 

individual, have welcomed new ideas into her school, has 

participated with international and intercultural programs 

and activities that help her teachers and their pupils to 

develop a better understanding of the world in which they 

live.” School 27 is known in Kursk as an arts center. Student 

work has been displayed not only in Russia but in Seattle, 

California, and New York as a result of this principal’s efforts. 

 

TAEL exchange groups, time after time, find School 27 to be 

the most welcoming and exciting Russian school that they 

visit. It is a tribute to Tatyana Panyovina that American 

educators wish to include a visit to her school in the TAEL 

itinerary. 
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Dates To Remember: 

April 2008: Cal. 

State University at 

Long Beach 

RUSSIAN 

Roundtable 

April 2009:      

  Alliance of 

Citizen Diplomats 

seminar in Russia 

 

July 2009:  TAEL 

Education 

Exchange 09 in the 

New York City 

area 

  

THE TATTLE-TAEL 

TAEL  I n i t i a tes  E - Jo urn a l  E f fo r t  

Chosen for collaboration by Dr. Vladimir 

Lizinsky, head of PEDAGOGICHESKII 

POISK (Pedagogical Search,) the 

prestigious, Moscow, education, 

publishing house, THE AMERUS 

EXCHANGE, LTD has begun the task of 

creating an on-line journal that has a 

Russian and American, education 

orientation. The e-journal plans to 

provide American educators with the 

opportunity to learn about basic and 

humanistic principles in Russian 

education along with the latest 

innovations in the field. It will also supply 

researchers with a source of tested 

techniques now in practice in Russia. 

American readers will be introduced to 

methods employed in some of Russia’s 

most effective schools and will get a 

chance to learn more about the 

achievements and the problems existing in 

Russian education today. Researchers and 

teachers in America will finally have a 

chance to learn about contemporary 

debates in the field of Russian education 

such as national testing practices and 

religious instruction in state schools. 

American educators in search of 

techniques and methods that will 

compliment or improve their own practices 

may find the e-journal to be a powerful tool. 

Eventually, articles will be solicited from 

American educators for publication on the 

e-journal so that their Russian peers may 

learn more about (Cont. on page 3) 

T. L. Panyovina holds her 

award.  
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TAEL Rep s  To  Make  Presen ta t i on  a t  Ca l  S ta te /
L on g  Beach  Ru ss i an  Ro u nd  Tab le  

Professor Tatyana Tsyrlina and Jack Mc Gurgan, TAEL representatives, will make 

a presentation on the mission of THE AMERUS EXCHANGE, LTD during the 

California State University at Long Beach Russian Roundtable taking place 

during the week of April 28, 2008. The Power Point slideshow will feature 

TAEL’s history and will focus on some of its major accomplishments. The 

representatives will also introduce the audience to its latest venture in 

education exchanges, its Russian/American, education oriented, electronic 

journal. Jack Mc Gurgan will complete the program by presenting this year’s 

Professor Lisa Kuhmerker Memorial “Builder of Democracy” Award to a most 

deserving recipient. 

 

The CSU-LB Russian Roundtable which alternates meeting locations annually 

between Kursk, Russia and Long Beach, California will conduct a series of 

discussions and presentations during a week of activities which will also include 

school visits to various sites in California. This year’s focus will be on special education and will rely in part on 

CSU-LB’s cooperation with Chapman University. 

 

The Regional Open Social Institute’s Rector Vladimir N. Petrov has gathered a team of educators and business 

people from Kursk who will take part in the Roundtable discussions. Families in Southern California will host 

the Russian guests. Educators and students from throughout the area are expected to participate. 

 

The California State University at Long Beach Russian Roundtables, headed by Professor Marsha Thicksten, 

are in the third year of a five year cycle. 

Po o r  Eco no mi c  Con d i t io n s  Resu l t  in  an  
Al l i an ce  o f  C i t i zen  D ip lo mats  

No sooner had THE AMERUS EXCHANGE, LTD cancelled its long planned EDEX08 to Kursk, Russia, when the 

not for profit organization received suggestions to join forces for future trips from Professor Marsha Thicksten 

who heads up the California State University at Long Beach(CSULB) Russian Roundtable and from Dr. Rita 

Jones of the Emeriti Faculty of California and Arizona. Both groups are also experiencing difficulties with the 

economy and were forced to curtail activities. 

 

 Starting in 2009, under the title, ALLIANCE OF CITIZEN DIPLOMATS, the three Russian-American, education 

exchange organizations will combine their trip activities and plan joint-seminars in Russia. The alliance will 

enable participants to take part in seminars and visit a variety of cities in Russia. The combining of participants 

should also insure against any further cancellations since an ALLIANCE group should be large enough and 

diverse enough to facilitate the production of interesting seminars. With combined membership in a trip to 

Russia, significant cost reductions should benefit participants. 

 

Marsha Thicksten, Rita Jones and Jack Mc Gurgan of TAEL plan to meet at the CSU-LB Russian Roundtable 

held during the week of April 28 in Long Beach, California. There they will plan their future cooperation in more 

detail. 

Tatyana Tsyrlina at a conference  
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Ci t i zen  D ip l o mat  Becomes  Rad i o  G u es t  

TAEL I n i t i a tes  E - Jo u rn a l  E f fo r t  (co n t . )  

Dr. Edward Finegan,  

of the editorial board 

of the e -journal  

Recently returned from working in Zimbabwe with his long time friend and fellow firefighter, Fred Garavelli, 

Mike Thorpe, veteran TAEL citizen diplomat to Russia and now to Africa spent time at Siena College Radio 

in an interview about his exploits. Mike, who is a Siena alumnus and who was selected for the program 

because of his dedication to service, spoke about his work in Africa describing the 

impact of his group’s work on a small village in Zimbabwe. Mike also had the 

opportunity to share some of his experiences in Russia and his work with THE 

AMERUS EXCHANGE. 

 

Not only did Mike Thorpe perform his deeds in difficult parts of today’s world, he 

also hasn’t stopped encouraging others to join him and his colleagues as they 

make small but significant contributions to improving the lives of others and 

offering them hope and a sense of connection. 

American education and research findings. Russian educators could find many American education techniques, 

strategies, and research to be synergistic aids to their own practices. 

 

THE AMERUS EXCHANGE hopes that the creation of a Russian/American, education oriented, e-journal will assist in the 

development of a lively and refreshing dialogue between contributors, readers, researchers, and institutions in both 

countries. A further TAEL goal is the growth of professional relationships and face to face encounters. A better 

understanding of one another’s world could result from on-going communication and the vital interaction of 

professional colleagues. 

 

Dr. Tatyana Tsyrlina, Russian educator, editor and author along with Dr. Edward Finegan, University of Southern 

California Linguistics and Law professor, editor and author will head up the editorial board of 

the e-journal. 

 

THE AMERUS EXCHANGE will manage the e-journal website, the logistics, and the finances of 

the project. Darlene Cardillo, TAEL board member and cyber- manager will guide website 

developments. Jim Faranda, an experienced project manager, will lay out the strategic plan and 

Jim Hanly, TAEL treasurer, is handling the financial aspects. 

 

This new project enables THE AMERUS EXCHANGE to advance its mission of building 

international, cross-cultural relationships that encourage the development of democratic ideas, 

methods, and strategies. It also meets TAEL’s primary goal of organizing education exchanges 

between Americans and Russians. 

 

Jack Mc Gurgan, President of TAEL, believes that, “The e-journal should, first, become a meeting place for the minds 

that form minds in our two countries. It would also be wonderful if our new project can help to breakdown stereotypes 

and other preconceived notions that educators in both countries hold about one another.” 

Mike & Fred, world travelers  
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53 Acorn Lane 

Chatham, NY 12037 

 

The Amerus 
Exchange,  Ltd.  

Phone: 518-392-2589 

E-mail: jamerus@taconic.net 

 

Weaving The Fabric of Democracy from the 
Fibers of Friendship 

Weõre on the Web!
theamerusexchange.org 

SUPPORT ñProject Lifeline!!ò                 

SOME PEOPLE SAY: "I'D LOVE TO DO MORE ABOUT THE CONDITION OF OUR 

WORLD, IF ONLY SOMEONE WOULD ASK ME."  I RESPOND: "OK, I AM ASKING 

YOU TO TAKE AN ACTIVE ROLE IN THE AMERUS EXCHANGE, LTD'S 'PROJECT 

LIFELINE.' NOW, WILL YOU?"  -JACK MC GURGAN, PRESIDENT, THE AMERUS 

EXCHANGE, LTD  

 

PROJECT LIFELINE is TAEL'S latest and largest adventure: the creation of a 

Russian/American, education oriented, e- journal. At first, articles featuring 

innovative research, methods, and strategies utilized by Russian educators will 

be published, in English, in the on-line education journal. TAEL's source in Russia 

is Dr. V. Lizinsky and his prestigious publishing house in Moscow, 

PEDAGOGICHESKII POISK (Pedagogical Search.) Later, articles from American 

educators will be translated into Russian for the e-journal so that Russian 

educators will be able to learn about the efforts of their American peers. The e-

journal will be a meeting place "for the minds that form minds."  

 

CHOOSE ONE OF THE FOLLOWING ACTIVE ROLES IN THE CREATION OF THIS 

COMMUNICATION TOOL FOR EDUCATORS IN THE UNITED STATES AND RUSSIA:  

 

—A key component of the project entails the creation of a CONSORTIUM OF 

ACADEMIC PARTNERS in order to reach out to educators and draw them into 

active participation. Contact your alma mater and lobby for its participation in 

"PROJECT LIFELINE."  

—Volunteer to serve on "PROJECT LIFELINE's" e-journal editorial board. If you 

have experience or interest in education, journalism, writing, editing, 

communications, management, public relations, fundraising, website design, 

Russian language, you can make a valuable contribution to improvement of 

world conditions. 

—Perhaps you can think of other ways that you think might be helpful. Please 

contact us and tell us about them. Most TAEL activity is conducted on-line so 

your only requirement will be an e-mail address.  

—Recommend TAEL's "PROJECT LIFELINE" to potential corporate sponsors, 

foundations or philanthropists.  

—Professional translation costs are very high. Send a personal, tax exempt, 

donation to TAEL.  


